
Production and Audition Information for 

THE MUSIC MAN 
The Music Man will run 3 weekends July 24 - August 9, 2020 

at the Pelzer Auditorium. 

Director: Reed Halvorson 
Choreographer: Kimberlee Ferreira Musical Direction: Leroy Kennedy 

We are seeking 4-8 Youth actors and 18-25 Teen & Adult Actors. 

Seeking strong singers with dance/movement ability who are comfortable acting comedy. 

Synopsis: In July 1912, fast-talking traveling salesman “Professor” Harold Hill comes to River City, Iowa, a town hesitant of letting 

strangers in. Harold calls himself a music professor, selling band instruments, uniforms, and the idea of starting a boy’s band 

with the local youth. Harold convinces the town that the arrival of the new pool table in town is “trouble,” and will corrupt 

the city’s youth. The way to fight this, of course, is with music and a band. Families begin to pay money to order instruments 

and uniforms, and, in return, Harold begins to teach the boys his revolutionary “Think System" in order to learn the music. 

Marian Paroo, the local librarian and part-time piano teacher, is not so easily convinced. She tracks down information to 

incriminate Harold and prove he is a fraud. She has a change of heart seeing her younger brother come out of his shell by 

the arrival of his new instrument for the band. With the city preparing to celebrate the Fourth of July, a rival attempts to 

expose Harold and convince the townspeople to arrest him. Will Harold avoid trouble of his own? Will the boy’s band 

succeed? Do Harold and Marion end up making music of their own together? This slice of Americana hits all the right notes. 

Famous Songs include: “(Ya Got) Trouble”, “Goodnight My Someone”, “Seventy-Six Trombones”, “Pickalittle”, “Marian the 

Librarian”, “Gary Indiana”, “Wells Fargo Wagon”, “Shipoopi”, “Lida Rose”, “Till There was You” 

PRINCIPAL ROLES (Harold Hill, Marcellus Washburn, & Mayor Shinn are already cast): 

Marian Paroo- Soprano, River City’s librarian, piano teacher, & sister to Winthrop. Her skepticism for traveling 

salesman is tested when Harold Hill comes to town.   

Eulalie Mackecknie Shinn- Alto, Mayor Shinn’s wife who struts like a peacock and is involved in every aspect of the 

town of River City. She takes her events seriously even though it may make her look ridiculous. 

Mrs. Paroo- Mezzo Soprano, Widowed Irish mother to Marian and Winthrop who wants the best for everyone. 

Zaneeta Shinn- Daughter to the Mayor & Eulalie in love with the local “bad boy” Tommy Djilas. 

Amaryllis- Alto, Young Piano student to Marian and likes Winthrop, even if he won’t talk to her. 

Winthrop Paroo- Alto, Marian’s brother. He is cute as a button, talks with a lisp, and gains his confidence back with the 

guidance of Harold Hill.  

Tommy Djilas- “Bad Boy” of River City who aligns with Harold Hill to fall for Zanetta and assist with the band. 

Charlie Cowell- A rival traveling salesman who returns to River City to warn the town of Harold Hill. 

ADDITIONAL ROLES: Barbershop Quartet, Ethel, Alma, Maud, Mrs. Squire, Constable Locke,             

 Gracie Shinn, Train Conductor, Youth Band Members, Traveling Salesmen, Pickalittle Ladies                                     

   A wide range of important feature roles that will require skill as a singer, actor, or dancer. The ensemble will be     

   included in many scenes and musical numbers throughout the entire show in a mix of ages. 

AUDITION DATE & TIME:  Sunday, December 15 at 6pm; Callbacks Monday, December 16  6-9pm  

Location: Pelzer Auditorium at 214 Lebby Street. All auditionees should prepare 16-32 bars of a song either 

from The Music Man or similar musical perfect for the character(s) you would be like to be considered for. Singing 

from the show is encouraged. Please bring sheet music in the correct key- no a cappella singing allowed. All 

auditionees should come prepared with a headshot (or non-returnable photo) and resume. 

Callbacks will be held Monday, December 16 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Those called back need to be prepared to 

dance/move first then some may be asked to read selections from the script and/or sing once more. Ballet, character, 

jazz, or tennis shoes are appropriate. Those who are cast will be notified by email December 20. 

ANTICIPATED REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: Rehearsals will fall between May 24 - July 23 (no rehearsal on 

Memorial Day or Independence Day) on Sunday- Thursday evenings (typically in the 6:00-9:30pm range) and some 

Saturdays (Morning or afternoon). Tech week is July 17-23. Performance dates are July 24 - August 9. 

For further questions, email Executive Artistic Director Will Ragland at will@milltownplayers.org 

mailto:will@milltownplayers.org

